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BRIEF MENTION 

OLD TESTAMENT 

Fleischmann, Paul. Altlestamentliche Lyrik [Praktische Bibelerklarung : 
VI. Reihe der " Religionsgeschichtlichen Volksbiicher"]. Tubingen: 
Mohr, 1916. 60 pages. Pf. 50. 

Semitic peoples in general knew only one kind of artistic literary form, the lyric. 
Fleischmann introduces his reader to the proper poetical lyrics of the Psalter and 
Song of Solomon by a few quotations from the historical books of songs and sayings in 
old Israel. The Psalter is the main quarry for his material, and out of it he selects 
a few of the choicest psalms as (a) hymns to the honor of God, as 19:1-7; 104; 8; 103; 
(b) songs of worship, as 24; (c) songs of Zion, as 84; 122; 137; (d) songs of trust, as 
23; 91; 2; 46; (e) prayers, as 42 and 43; 51; 130; 73; 139; 90. The Song of 
Solomon is given a section by itself because of the wonderfully dramatic presentation 
of the life of the Oriental. This is a well-adapted brief for popular use, whose treat- 
ment reveals scholarship that commands our attention. We cannot have too many 
such sensible Volksbiicher. Pe. 

Davidson, A. B. The Book of the Prophet Ezekiel. In the Revised Version, 
■with Notes and Introduction. Revised by the late A. W. Streane (The 
Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges). New York: Putnam, 1916. 
Ixii+403 pages. $s.6d. 

The first edition of this commentary was issued in 1892, and during all the suc- 
ceeding years has held its place as the best English exposition of Ezekiel. The present 
edition makes use of the Revised Version as the basis of the interpretation and so falls 
into line with the more recent issues of this well-known series of commentaries. Practi- 
cally all of Davidson's work is retained. Dr. Streane has limited himself to occasional 
brief notes marked off by square brackets. The main purpose of these is to record 
facts and views that have come forward since 1892. These notes are found chiefly 
in the exposition. The introduction is almost entirely free from them. It would 
have been well if the editor had supplemented the introduction with a presentation of 
the more recent view that finds Ezekiel to be a composite work, like practically all the 
other Old Testament writings, rather than a straightforward, continuous presentation 
of the prophet's thought. It would have been a valuable addition to the usefulness of 
the commentary if a new chapter had been included in the introduction dealing with the 
life and thought of Babylonia in Ezekiel's day. There is no doubt that Ezekiel's 
forms of presentation were largely influenced by his environment, and it is hardly less 
certain that the content of his message was to a considerable degree affected by the 
same influences. But what has been given us here is done well. Dr. Streane, who 
also completed Chapman's Leviticus in this series, lived long enough to prepare the 
manuscript of this version, but left the proofreading to the general editor, Dean Kirk- 
patrick. J. M. P. S. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

Abbott, Edwin A. The Fourfold Gospel: Section IV. The Law of the New 
Kingdom. New York: Putnam, 1916. xxiii-r-575 pages. $3.75. 
Dr. Abbott's elaborate exposition of Mark's Gospel and its parallels now fills 

1, 736 printed pages and has just reached the end of the tenth chapter of Mark. The 



